
 
 
Junior High Summer Reading – Approved List 
 
 
A day no pigs would die   by Robert Newton Peck 
To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity comes early 
as he learns "doing what’s got to be done," especially regarding his pet pig who cannot produce a litter. 
 
The sign of the beaver  by Elizabeth George Spear 
Left alone to guard the family’s wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to 
survive until local Indians teach him their skills. 
 
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he becomes friends with a newcomer who 
subsequently meets an untimely death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm. 
 
Park’s Quest  by Katerine Paterson 
Eleven-year-old Park makes some startling discoveries when he travels to his grandfather’s farm in 
Virginia to learn about his father who died in the Vietnam War. 
 
The pinballs   by Betsy Byars 
Three lonely foster children learn to care about themselves and each other. 
 
Sarah, plain and tall by Patricia MacLachian 
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna 
are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay. 
 
The crossing by Gary Paulsen 
Thirteen-year-old Manny, a street kid fighting for survival in a Mexican border town, develops a strange 
friendship with an emotionally disturbed American soldier who decides to help him get across the border. 
 
Julie of the wolves by Jean Craighead George 
While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost 
on the North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack. 
 
Dollhouse murders by Betty Ren Wright 
A dollhouse filled with a ghostly light in the middle of the night and dolls that have moved from where she 
last left them lead Amy and her retarded sister to unravel the mystery surrounding grisly murders that 
took place years ago. 
 
A gift of magic  by Louis Duncan 
Until she learns to control it, Nancy’s gift of extrasensory perception brings her more trouble than she can 
handle. 
 
From the mixed up files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  by E.L. Konigsburg 
Having run away with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, twelve-year-old 
Claudia strives to keep things in order in their new home and to become a changed person and a heroine 
to herself. 
 
Devil’s arithmetic  by Jane Yolen 
Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel places her in the middle of a small 
Jewish village in Nazi-occupied Poland. 
 
A family apart by Joan Lowery Nixon 
In 1860, when their widowed mother can no longer support them, six siblings are sent on the orphan train 
by the Children’s Aid Society of New York City to live with farm families in Missouri. 
 
Number the stars by Lois Lowry 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and 
courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 
 
 
 


